
HAWAl'I / HISTORY/ ASIAN AMERICANS / WORLD WAR II 

"Inclusion is of singular worldwide public and academic importance. It lifts up Hawai 'i's 
interethnic history to show how small groups with a common goal can result in 
wondrous social change." 

-Tetsuden Kashima, author of judgment without Trial: Japanese American Imprisonment
during World War II and Buddhism in America

"Tom Coffman has broken new ground on the tragic history of Japanese American 
internment. Now we know the Hawai'i chapter is a crucial part of the story-and 
Coffman tells it with authority and verve." 

-Kai Bird, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and director, Leon Levy Center for
Biography, CUNY Graduate Center

"Tom Coffman has produced a definitive account of Americans of Japanese ancestry 
in Hawai'i during World War II. Packed with fascinating details, his work enlarges 
our understanding of this key era in American history." 

-Greg Robinson, Universite du Quebec a Montreal

"Brilliant and meticulous, Tom Coffman reveals the people and forces that spared 
territorial Hawai'i'sjapanese populace from mass removal after Pearl Harbor .... 

The heroes of this story were inspired by an idealism and aloha that the world can 
learn from today." 

-Mark Matsunaga, Hawai 'i journalist and World War II historian

" It is unlikely that a work of this breadth and magnitude will come around again 
anytime soon, especially as many of the historical actors interviewed by the author 
have passed away. I know of no other that attempts to treat as many separate threads 
of historiography in a single account." 

-Corey M. Johnson, research associate, Stanford University and affiliate faculty,
University ofHawai'i at Hilo

Tom Coffman is a political reporter and author of six books, including Nation Within 

and Catch a Wave. His widely aired documentaries include First Battle, Arirang, and 

Ninoy Aquino and the Rise of People Power. He is a three-time recipient of the Hawai 'i 

Book Publishers Association's award for nonfiction, and for his cumulative work he 

received the Hawai'i Award for Literature. 
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